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Valori Prize to M.-P. Pileni

Marie-Paule Pileni (Université Pierre et
Marie Curie, Paris VI, France) has been
awarded the Prix
Emilia Valori by
the French Acad-
emy of Sciences in
recognition of her
contributions in the
field of nanomate-
rials and in partic-
ular the self-assem-
bly of monodis-
persed nanoparti-

o cles in two and

M.-P. Pileni . .
three dimensions.
Her research

group is also interested in the chemical
modification of enzymes, photobiology
and —physics, gas-phase photochemistry,
colloids, as well as solar energy. She
recently described in Advanced Materi-
als the size distribution of cobalt nano-
crystals as a key parameter in the
formation of columns and labyrinths in
mesoscopic structures'?l and reported in
ChemPhysChem on the mesoscopic
structure of maghemite nanocrystals.""!
She edited a book entitled “Nanocrys-
tals Forming Mesoscopic Structures”
(Wiley-VCH, Weinheim), which was
published in 2005.

Pileni started her career in 1969 as
an assistant professor at the Université
Pierre et Marie Curie, where she is
currently a full professor. In addition,
since 2004 she has been Adjunct Pro-
fessor at the Georgia Institute of Tech-
nology in Atlanta (USA) and is cur-
rently Chair of the Institut Universitaire
de France, which she has been affiliated
to since 1999. During 1991-99 she was a
member of the (French) National Edu-

cation Committee, and in 2006 she
received France’s National Order of

- Merit.

IFP Prize to P. H. Dixneuf

Pierre H. Dixneuf (Université de Ren-
nes I, France) has received the Prix de
IInstitut Frangais
du Pétrole from
the French Acad-
emy of Sciences as
well as the Sacconi
Medal from the
Italian  Chemical
Society in recogni-
tion of his work on
homogeneous cat-
alysis. One aspect
of his work involves
the role of metal
vinylidenes and allenylidenes in cataly-
sis, which he recently discussed in a
Review in Angewandte Chemie.?!
Another of his interests is olefin meta-
thesis. He recently reported the ruthe-
nium-catalyzed synthesis of alkylidene-
cyclobutene derivatives from propar-
gylic alcohols and cyclobutadiene-ruthe-
nium intermediates in Chemistry — A
European Journal *°}

Dixneuf completed his PhD in 1971
at the Université de Rennes under the
guidance of R. Dabard on ferrocene
chemistry. After a postdoctoral stay in
the group of M. F. Lappert in Brighton
(UK), he joined the faculty at Rennes
(1978). In 2000 he was appointed a
Member of the Institut Universitaire
de France, and from 2001 to 2004 he was
the vice-president for research at the
Université de Rennes. Dixneuf is a
member of the academic advisory
board for Advanced Synthesis & Cata-
lyis.

P. Dixneuf

Honorary Fellowship for
W. Kutzelnigg

Werner Kutzelnigg (Ruhr-Universitét
Bochum, Germany) has been named
Honorary Fellow of the European Soci-
ety of Computational Methods in Sci-
ences and Engineering in recognition of
his outstanding contributions in the field
of computer chemistry. He is honored
for his work on the magnetic properties
of molecules, in particular the chemical
shift in NMR spectroscopy, and on
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chemical bonds and intermolecular
forces, on relativistic quantum theory,
and on methods for the treatment of
electron correlation. Recently, he has
written obituaries in Angewandte
Chemie for H. Bethe, H. C. Longuet-
Higgins, and J. A. Pople. He also dis-
cussed the achievements of F. Hund on
the occasion of his 100th birthday
(1996).31 In a special issue of the
Journal of Computational Chemistry
celebrating 90 years of the chemical
bond, Kutzelnigg discussed what he
likes about Hiickel theory.[*]
Kutzelnigg completed his PhD in
1960 with R. Mecke at the Universitét
Freiburg on IR spectroscopy and then
carried out postdoctoral research with
B. Pullman (Paris, 1960-63) and P-O.
Lowdin (Uppsala,
1963-64). He com-
pleted his habilita-
tion in 1967 at the
Universitidt Gottin-
gen and later joined

the Technische
Hochschule Karls-
ruhe (1970). In

1973 he joined the
Ruhr-Universitét

Bochum as Profes-
sor. His  two-
volume classic text-
book “Einfithrung in die Theoretische
Chemie” (Introduction to Theoretical
Chemistry; VCH, 1975) was compacted
into one volume and reprinted in 2001.

W. Kutzelnigg
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